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years with equal vigour and discretion. In her old age, far from abating
her fervour, she strove daily to redouble it both in her penances and in
her devotions. In these holy dispositions of fervour the saint closed her
penitential life in 692.

The following feasts are celebrated on November 5 :
ST BBRTILLB, Abbess of Chelles.   In England the FEAST OF HOLY RELICS is kept oa thio date.

NOVEMBER 6

ST LEONARD, HERMIT, CONFESSOR
(SIXTH AGE)

[His life published in Surius was written a considerable time after his death. Baronies, in his
notes on the Martyrology, mentions another life of this saint which he sa\v in manuscript:
several ancient monuments mention him.]

ST LEONARD, or LIENARD, was a French nobleman of great reputation in
the court of Clovis I, and in the flower of his age was converted to the
faith by St Retaigius, probably after the battle of Tolbiac. Being instructed
in the obligations of our heavenly warfare, wherein the prize of the victory
is an assured crown of immortal glory, he resolved to lay aside all worldly
pursuits, quitted the court, and became a constant disciple of St Remigius.
The holy instructions and example of that saint made every day deeper
impressions upon his tender soul, and Leonard seemed to have inherited
the very spirit of his master, and to be animated with the same simplicity,
disinterestedness, modesty, zeal, and charity. He preached the faith some
time; but finding it very difficult to resist the king's importunities, who
would needs call him to court, and burning with a desire of giving himself
up entirely to the exercises of penance and contemplation, he retired
privately into the territory of Orleans, where St Mesmin or Maximin
governed the monastery of Micy (called afterwards St Mesmin's), which
his uncle St Euspicius had founded, two leagues from the city, in 508,
In this house St Leonard took the religious habit and inured himself to the
fervent practices of regular discipline under the direction of St Mesinin
and of St Lie or Laetus, a holy monk of that house, who afterwards died
a hermit.

St Leonard himself aspiring after a closer solitude, with the leave of
St Mesmin left his monastery, travelled through Berry, where he converted
many idolaters, and coming into Limousin, chose for his retirement a forest
four leagues from Limoges. Here, in a place called Nobiliac, he built
himself an oratory, lived on wild herbs and fruits, and had for some time
no other witness of his penance and virtues but God alone. His zeal and
devotion sometimes carried him to the neighbouring churches, and some
who by his discourses were inflamed with a desire of imitating his manner